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With virtually no notice to 
the public, Democratic 
politicians in the California 
State Legislature 
crammed through a mas-
sive hike to the Car Tax 
and Gas Tax. 

Fortunately, I  am helping 
lead a coalition of taxpay-
er advocates who are 
working under a unified 
strategy for getting citi-
zens involved in overturn-
ing these tax hikes! More 
on that in a bit, but first 
you need to understand 
how these tax hikes will 
cost YOU! 

Car Tax: Pay More, Get 
Less!  

Depending on the value of 
your car, miles driven, 

and your MPG, the typical 
California family will end 
up paying $350-700 more 
per year under the Car 
Tax and Gas Tax hike! 

What’s worse, the money 
is spent with virtually zero 
accountability for fixing 
roads! In fact, Californians 
already pay the highest 
gas tax in the country and 
yet we still have the worst 
roads. For every $1 in av-
erage costs for road re-
pairs spent in the other 49 
states in the US, Califor-
nia spends $4.7 dollars 
for the same repairs – re-
sulting in wasteful spend-
ing of 470 percent more! 

Politicians have been 
caught stealing gas tax 
monies and recent audits 

show billions in waste that 
should be going to road 
repairs. The Car Tax and 
Gas Tax hike contains 
zero reforms of wasteful 
spending, meaning we 
are throwing good money 
after bad.  Already almost 
$1 billion of the car and 
gas tax has been diverted 
to things that have noth-
ing to do with roads! 

The Gazelle Strategy to 
Repeal the Car Tax: Re-
calls!  

California Democrats 
were able to pass the Car 
Tax and Gas Tax Hike 
because they hold a 
2/3rds Super-Majority in 
both houses of the state 
legislature.                 Gas        
Tax (continued pg 2)   
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Gas Tax (continued 
from pg 1) 

We have two choices: run 
an initiative to roll back 
the Car Tax – which must 
be done statewide. OR 
we can fix the real prob-
lem which is removing the 
Democrats from their Su-
per-Majority status by tar-
geting their weakest 
members for Recall cam-
paigns in 2017 or defeat 
in 2018. 

Think of this strategy as 
the “Gazelle Strategy.” If 
you have seen Animal 

Planet, you know that li-
ons hunt for food not by 
attacking an entire pack 
of Gazelles at once, but 
targeting the weakest ga-
zelle and taking that one 
gazelle out - far more effi-
cient and an almost guar-
anteed success rate. 

Our campaign to repeal 
the Car Tax utilizes the 
Gazelle Strategy. That’s 
why we have launched 
a Recall Campaign 
against State Senator 
Josh Newman  (D-
Orange County). 

Senator Josh Newman 
won by less than 1% of 
the vote in 2016 – and yet 
he betrayed his constitu-
ents by voting for the Car 
Tax and Gas Tax hikes. 

Our campaign is already 
collecting more than 
63,000 valid signatures to 
force him from office. 

After we succeed in re-
calling Josh Newman, 
Democrats will lose their 
Super Majority and will 
not be able to arbitrarily      
Gas Tax    (continued 
pg 3)                                

A staple of the Harlem Renaissance, whose story re-
flected the struggles and dreams of all Americans, the 
author and activist Zora Neale Hurston made her start 
in Notasulga, Alabama, on January 7, 1891. 

At the time period she was born, African-American 
women were especially treated unfairly in the south. 
Even though the Civil War ended slavery, Zora was still 
exposed to the lingering racism and injustice of the 
South which she fought along with other issues 
throughout her life. Though she had many setbacks, 
Hurston was too motivated and persistent to be held 
back for long  

Zora was the daughter of two former slaves.  Her fa-
ther worked as a pastor.  Her mother passed away in 1904. To maintain herself financial-
ly, Zora took on several jobs, including one as a maid for an actress on tour with the Gil-
bert Sullivan group. Her ultimate goal was to receive an education.  Finally in 1920 she 
obtained an Associate’s Degree from Howard University, where she published her earli-
est works in the school newspaper. After college, she moved to Harlem which would be-
come the center of a crucial revival of black culture. Here she thrived.  

Living in Harlem in the 1920s, Zora met big names like Langston Hughes, jazz poet and 
musician, and poet Countee Cullen. Harlem in the early 20th century attracted black art-
ists, poets, and authors who came in rejection of the caste system of the South.  Here 
they sought self-expression and pride in their culture. Zora’s apartment was a popular 
spot for social gatherings.  Here she experienced some early success in contests in Op-
portunity magazine. 

Her love for culture and storytelling was rekindled when she returned to school at Bar-
nard College.  There she studied anthropology and how humans interact across cultures. 
She used this knowledge when she returned to Florida in 1927 to begin collecting African
-American folk tales.  She created her collection “Mules and Men” (1935).                  
Zora (continued pg 3) 



Gas Tax (continued from pg 2)
raise our taxes. 

Then we will demand that Califor-
nia Democrats repeal the Car and 
Gas Tax Hikes – or we will file ad-
ditional Recall Elections against 
more of their members. We will al-

so use the Car Tax as the big issue 
to defeat their candidates in 2018. 

The final phase of the campaign is 
to file a statewide ballot initiative to 
reform our car and gas taxes and 
make sure ALL money goes into 
the roads without diversion from 

the politicians. 

We need YOU to join our campaign 
today – help repeal the Car and 
Gas Tax hikes! 

To join  
visit:  www.StopTheCarTax.org �

Zora (continued from pg 2)    Zora continued exploring art through many projects, including collaboration on a play with 
Langston Hughes which displayed the Negro life in comedic fashion. Zora released “Jonah’s Gourd Vine” her first novel 
in 1934. Two years later she obtained a Guggenheim Fellowship which allowed her to write her most famous work “Their 
Eyes Were Watching God” (1935). In 1952, Zora got involved in a murder trial through her coverage of the judges and 
how the court conducted the investigation. She continued to write, though she struggled financially, until her death in 
1960. 

According to John McWhorter, an Associate Professor from Columbia University, Hurston was “America’s favorite black 
conservative.” Truthfully, Zora was quite conservative compared to her colleagues who sympathized with the Soviet Un-
ion and Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal policies. Hurston believed in foreign policy non-interventionism as well as femi-
nist individualism.   Both of those aspects contributed to black cultural revival and continuity, themes close to Zora’s 
heart. Zora’s resilience, especially at a time when it was harder for people like her to succeed, shows the great accom-
plishment that comes with ambition and passion. Hurston’s ability to uphold her values, both cultural and Republican, 
displayed her resilience and love.            By Orry Marciano 
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